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What is the Marist Youth Mission Conference? 

The MYMC is a four-day youth conference which brings together young people from our 
Marist schools -- owned, sponsored, and those seeking to maintain or develop a closer 
Marist connection -- from around the United States, and from several Marist schools from 
our neighboring Provinces. The program is sponsored by the Marist Brothers Province of 
the USA.  
 
Young people and adults participating in the Marist Youth Mission Conference develop a 
wider sense of the Marist mission while building a global family spirit.  Family Spirit is one of 
the five Marks of a Marist Student. Inspired by St. Marcellin Champagnat’s dream of 
evangelization and education of young people we strive to form good Christians and good 
citizens.  

The activities which make up the program— Keynote talks and workshop presentations, 
interactive games and initiatives, discussion and reflection groups, prayer and worship 
experiences, social and community building events—are meant to transmit a sense of Marist 
heritage, inspire, motivate, and build confidence in youth who want to take up leadership 
roles in their schools and in the local Church.  
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Goals and Objectives of the Marist Youth Mission Conference: 

The Marist Youth Ministry is a resource to our Marist schools and all who work to evangelize youth through 
education. The following are the goals and objectives of the Marist Youth Mission Conference: 

1. Students will develop an understanding of their Marist identity which goes beyond their immediate school 
identity. 

 
2. Students will be challenged to discover and explore their call to be a Marian presence within our Church. 
 
3. Students will come to an appreciation of the courage, energy, and faith of St. Marcellin Champagnat and the 

early Brothers in establishing the Marist Institute as a global community focused on the evangelization of youth. 
 
4. Students will come to understand that the same Jesus who called Father Champagnat to action in his time also 

calls them today to a life of holiness and service. 
 
5. Students will come to a deeper understanding of their own giftedness and how they are called to share their gifts 

and talents with each other, their school community, and the Church. 
 
6. Students will have an opportunity to discover their leadership potential, through a variety of activities 

(community building exercises, workshops, large group prayer experiences, large group and small group 
presentations, social activities) that can be utilized back at their own schools to promote and develop youth 
groups and service programs and projects. 

 
 

Conference Venue, 2019 

We are excited to announce that this year’s Marist Youth Mission 
Conference will return home to the Marist Brothers Center at Esopus.  

We will be housed in the Main Retreat House during our stay in Esopus.  We will fill the house, including the camp 
dorms. For more information on our venue, check our www.MaristBrothersCenter.com 

 

Theme: Live Like You’re Loved 

This year we are focused on Marist Mission, each of us are called by God to go in haste out into the world bringing 
the good news and the love of God wherever we go.  When we accept this vocation as a disciple of Christ in the 
style of Mary, Marist Apostles, are challenged to live like we are loved, un afraid to live in Gods grace, and make 
Jesus known and loved.  Our theme song will be “Live Like You’re Loved” by Hawk Nelson.  
https://youtu.be/Q_r47Xhkf20 



School Delegation Allotment 
 
There is limited space available, 8 to 12 students per group. 
Students should be predominately sophomores (year 10) in the 
present academic year. Please let us know your estimated group 
size ASAP! 

 
Students who are selected to attend the Marist Youth Mission 
Conference should be identified by the school’s faculty and 
administration as having leadership potential within the school 
community. 

 
In addition to the students, each school is asked to send a delegation of two adult chaperones to provide 
supervision and oversight throughout the gathering and to assist with the gathering. 

 
Cost & Payment Procedures: 

The cost of the gathering is $250/student + $100/adult chaperone. The registration fee includes meals, overnight 
housing for three nights, one T-shirt, promotional materials (badges, water bottles, bags), and expenses related to 
the conference. 

 
Registration fees from Marist owned schools in the USA will be assumed by the Evangelization School Assessment 
Fund.  For those schools that are not included in the school assessment program, payment is due upon arrival at 
Esopus. Upon request, the Office of Marist Youth Ministry can prepare a billing statement for each school based 
on the size of the schools delegation.  Please make every effort to process these statements as soon as possible. 
 
Criteria for Selection of Students 
As with all programs offered by the Office of Youth Ministry, this program should be viewed as a resource to our 
schools as they build youth leaders and programs to meet their needs and to advance the mission of the school. The 
following guidelines are offered to assist school leaders as they identify their delegations to the Marist Youth 
Mission Conference. 

1. The Marist Youth Mission Conference is geared predominately, but not exclusively, to students who are 
presently, year 10, sophomores (moving into junior year). 

2. Student participants show a love for their school and a desire to serve the community as retreat leaders, 
campus ministers, a member of the student council, and/or various service projects or organizations. 

 
3. Student participants should be individuals who exhibit leadership skills in the above areas or have been 

identified by members of the faculty as having leadership potential that could be strengthened by 
participating in Marist Youth 2019. 

 
4. Student participants should be individuals who are respected by both their peers and the faculty and can 

serve as catalysts for growth within their school community. 
 

5. Student participants should be individuals who can internalize an experience like Marist Youth 2019 and 
understand that as baptized Christians and as sons and daughters of Champagnat each is called to action by 
being of service to one another. 

 
6. Student participants should be individuals who want to strengthen their spirituality and their relationship to 

God but also want to grow in their Marist identity. 
 
 



Criteria for Selection of Adult Participants 
 
Adults play a key role in encouraging and supporting the 
students as they take part in the Marist Youth 2019 and once 
the conference has ended and the students are back at school. 
Adults selected to participant in the gathering should: 

• Be committed and involved in the mission and spiritual 
life of the school: campus ministers, teachers, coaches, 
counselors, Marist Youth Coordinators, administrators, 
or auxiliary staff with a desire to serve youth, etc.; 
 

• Have the respect of the youth they are accompanying to 
the conference; 
 

• Are known to be positive role models for the students 
and for others on the faculty and have a desire to strengthen their identity as a Marist Educator; and, 
 

• Are willing to work with the students to encourage, support, and mentor them in being an effective Marist 
leader once they return to the school. 

Adult Responsibilities and Assistance During and After the Conference 

Listed below are the tasks, responsibilities, and expectations Adult Team Members will have during the conference: 

• The Adult Team is responsible for supervision and oversight of their school group and should check-in 
with their students on a regular basis throughout the time in Esopus. 
  

• Adult Team Members are expected to attend and participate in all conference activities. In most cases 
they will be assigned to small groups to support Marist Young Adult group leaders, to run various 
activates (community building games, etc), and to assist the program leaders as needed to contribute to 
the smooth running of Marist Youth 2019. 

 
• Adult Team Members oversee and follow conference registration procedures for their school’s 

delegation including: completion of the gathering registration and medical release form, collection and 
submission of registration payment, successful completion of Online Registration, arranging 
transportation and maintain communication with the Office of Marist Youth Ministry. 

 
• Adult Leaders are responsible for the supervision (and when necessary correction) of their delegation 

throughout the conference. Adults assist with the orderly movement of students between activities, in 
the dinning areas during meals, keep order in the dormitories when students are preparing for bed and 
“lights-out,” and with other supervisory tasks as needed.  All faculty members share responsibility 
for discipline and proper supervision of all Marist Youth throughout the course of the weekend. 

 
• After the conference, once the group has returned home, the Adult Team Members should: 

a. Organize a follow-up meeting/gathering for those who attended the Marist Youth 2019. Schools in 
the same geographical area may wish to do this together. 

b. Meet with the principal/president to give a report on the Marist Youth 2019 and discuss ways the 
youth who attended the conference can be invited to use the skills they have learned for the good of 
the entire school community. 

c. Recognize the participants of the Marist Youth Mission Conference at an appropriate school event 
or in a school publication.  



Transportation / Long-Distance Travelers 
 
Each school is responsible for arranging its own transportation to and from the gathering. Check-in begins at 
4:00pm on Friday, May 24th. 

 
For those traveling from distances which involve air travel be aware of the following requests when booking flights: 

• Bus transportation is being arranged for groups flying into New York to attend the Marist Youth 
Mission Conference. The bus trip to Esopus takes just under two (2) hours. 
 

• Plan to land before 1 PM on Friday afternoon, 
May 24th. Any time later than this will cause 
difficulties with ground transportation plans to 
leave the airport (by 2 PM) and arrive in Esopus in 
time for check-in and the start of the conference. 
If you have difficulties finding a flight that will get 
you into New Jersey’s Newark Airport 
(preferred) or New York’s LaGuardia Airport at 
the proper time, contact the Office of Marist 
Youth Ministry (Matt@MaristYouth.com) to discuss 
options and arrange a ground transportation plan 
to Esopus for your group.  
 

• Given holiday traffic, plan to depart after 5:00pm on Monday May 27th. This will allow enough time 
for bus transportation to the Airport once the conference ends. 
 

• In the past some groups have come early or stayed a few days to enjoy NYC. If your group is planning 
to come early or stay later, please be advised that all transportation and hotel stays are the responsibility 
of the group.  Given the need to attend to details related to the program, the Office of Youth Ministry 
ability to help you with your planning will be limited. 
 

• Once you’ve booked your flights, fill out the Flight Information Form send it the Office of Marist 
Youth Ministry via e-mail: Matt@MaristYouth.com  

 
What to Bring 
 
Besides your good will and positive energy to form a community and to work for the common good, please bring 
the following: 

Clothing: 

• Dress during the gathering is casual. Jeans, shorts, t-shirts are fine. On Sunday evening, we will celebrate 
Mass together. Be sure to bring a set of clothes which, besides being comfortable, is also appropriate for 
prayer and worship. After Mass we have scheduled a dance, again, shorts are fine, but they must be 
appropriate for Mass.  

• While sandals and flip flops are fine for most events, Sneakers/Gym Shoes are a must for the 
planned outdoor game activities. Be sure to have students pack their sneakers/gym shoes. 

• Late May in the Hudson Valley can be unpredictable when it comes to weather.  Rain and cool nights 
are possible. Ask students to pack a sweatshirt or sweater. 

• T-shirts with school logos and names are fine, in fact, encouraged. It will add to the global flavor of the 
event. T-Shirts with school logos also make good “give-a- ways.”    



 
Sheets & Towels: 

 
• Local (and relatively local) Groups:  Groups coming from NY, NJ, MA, and Canada should bring 

their own bedding (pillows, sheets or sleeping bags, blanket) and towels.  The dorms may be cool at 
night so a sleeping bag or heavy blanket would be a good decision.  

• Groups flying in from distant places, limited bedding (pillows, sheets, blanket, sleeping Bags) and 
towels will be available.  

Sunscreen: 

• When the sun is out, it’s bright and hot. There will be times when we are outside. Sunscreen and 
sunglasses will be helpful. 

Extra Money: 

• Other than the meals you may purchase while traveling, once the conference begins, all meals and 
snacks during scheduled times will be provided..  

• “Got Marist” Shirts will be on sale throughout the weekend.  Shirts are $20 and proceeds go to support 
Marist Young Adult mission and service trips.  

 
Registration Procedure 

 
To register for the gathering, follow these five (5) simple steps…six (6) if you are flying in: 

1. Identify your student participants. Remember each school may bring up to 12 students presently in 
sophomore year, and 2 adults to adequately manage and supervise their delegation. Complete 
the School Group Registration Form and return it to the Office of Marist Youth Ministry on, or 
before, April 24th. If your school requires additional Adult supervision please contact Matt Fallon at 
Matt@MaristYouth.com to see if additional rooming can be secured at Marist College. 
 

2. Have each student and their parents, or legal guardians complete the individual Registration, Parent 
Permission and Medical Release Form.  Students and Adult Team members should also register 
online at www.MaristYouth.com/mymcinfo - Password: my2019 

 
3. When the individual Registration and Medical Release from is returned to you, make a COPY of the 

form. Combine all the copies into one large envelope with your school’s name clearly identified 
on the envelope.  Turn the envelope in when your group arrives in Esopus. 

 
The ORIGINAL form is to be kept with the Adult Chaperone throughout the conference in the 
event of a medical emergency. Once the event is over, the original forms should be filed back at 
school following the school’s field trip procedures. 
 

4. Identify and select the adult participants/chaperones who will accompany the youth delegates. Have 
them complete the Adult Registration and Emergency Contact Information Form and return this 
along with your individual youth Registration and Medical Release Form to the Office of Marist Youth 
Ministry when your group checks into the conference.     
 

5. Once the Office of Marist Youth Ministry receives your school’s Group Registration Form, we can 
prepare a billing statement if you request. PLEASE WORK PROMPTLY WITH YOUR FINANCE 
DEPARMENT TO MAKE PAYMENT.    
 



6. For those flying in from distant locations, once your flights are booked, fill in the Flight 
Arrival/Departure Information Form and send it to the Office of Marist Youth Ministry.  Note, this 
form is due on, or before, April 24, 2019.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forms & Deadlines  
 
The following forms are attached to this e-mail as separate documents  

1. School Group Registration Form - Due: on, or before April 24 
2. Flight Arrival/Departure Information Form - Due: on or before April 24 
3. Online Registration Complete by May 1.  
4. Individual Registration, Parent Permission/Medical Release Form - Copy Due: @ Check-in 

 
 
 
 


