
 
 
 
 

September's Insight is from Marist Youth Intern  
Billy Carvalho 

 

 
 

He shares about his experience visiting our Marist Community in Chicago! 
 
 
Being a part of Marist Youth during my four years at Roselle Catholic High School in NJ brought 
me so many great opportunities- Encounter weekends in Esopus,  going on my first Marist Youth 
Gathering, and many service trips.  However, it was becoming a Marist Young Adult that helped me 
realize just how big our Marist Community is, both here in the U.S. as well as around the 
world.  Becoming a Marist Youth Intern has opened my eyes even more to all of the people and 
teamwork it takes to keep our community connected and growing. 
 
I am extremely grateful to be an intern this year and for the opportunity to contribute my talents 
to our Marist family, which has been such an important part of my own growth and 
formation.  Being an intern has also afforded me the opportunity to travel to different regions of our 
country to better understand our Marist mission throughout the Province of the USA.  Even though 
there were more places to visit on the agenda, 2020 had a different plan.  One trip we took 
before the COVID-19 pandemic struck that really stands out to me was our trip to Chicago with 
my fellow intern Monica Estrellado, as well as Matt Fallon and Maureen Hagan.  I learned a lot in 
Chicago and also had a lot of fun! 
 
We stayed in the Marist Brothers Leavitt Street Community where our Brothers welcomed all four 
of us into their community and they were so much fun to hang out with.  Our first activity on the 
trip’s agenda was going to Marist High School. Upon arrival, we got a tour of the school. Having 
graduated from a Marist school in NJ, walking into Marist Chicago felt very familiar.  The hallways 



 
 
were full of students going about their day with laughter and good family spirit.   
 
Our main objective in visiting was a formation session with Bro Hank Hammer.  Our conversation 
with him was incredible, we learned how the Marist Young Adult and Lay Marist movements began 
as part of our Evangelization ministry here in the USA and how they are continuing to grow because 
of a solid foundation laid by Marist men and women throughout our Province.   
 
After our discussion we visited the "SLO" which attached to their cafeteria and is the location of 
Marist Chicago's student life office as well as campus ministers Michael Brennan and 
Colleen Pochyly . It was awesome to witness first hand the relationships they have with the 
students.  It's clear from our short visit that the Kairos retreats, mission trips, and so many other 
projects they coordinate impact the lives of the students at Marist and help to make Jesus known 
and loved in real and practical ways. 
 
The next day, we visited Connect Christian Camp in Indiana, the site for The Marist Youth 
Leadership Camp which would have been this past summer.  This place was amazing! A really nice 
retreat house as well as cabins, so much land, a big pool, and more, it was very exciting to imagine 
what camp was going to look like there. After checking out the camp, Erin Stapleton, the Marist 
Young Adult Regional Chair of Illinois, hosted a pizza night Young Adult event. Although I already 
knew Erin from the Marist Young Adult Advisory Board, I met some of her family as well as other 
Young Adults from Chicago. Granted nothing can beat NJ pizza, but the deep dish was good and 
people were so much fun! 
 
Before flying home, we met up with Bro Sam Amos, Erin, and Justin Tringl for breakfast to discuss 
some ways of engaging more young adults in the Chicago area. It was a great way to end a great 
weekend, after talking to Bro Hank about how much our community has grown and then being part 
of the conversation about how to continue that growth was inspiring and heartwarming. 
 
Before the flight home I was feeling sad about leaving. Then, as we were waiting for our flight, two 
little kids, young sisters, started to play peekaboo with me in the airport.  I realized that helping our 
community grow is a mission that must continue in our daily lives.  It does not only mean leading on 
Marist retreats or service trips, but our mission must be to treat everyone with love.  The people in 
our schools, those on the margins and even those who just need a game of peekaboo, all deserve to 
be loved equally, that is the best way to spread and share the Marist charism that I have come to 
know and love. 
 


